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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study 1) the social and economic fundamental background of
community Soybean Seed Centers members in Nan Province, 2) knowledge about the technology usage
for production, 3) technology usage for production, and 4) members’ problems and suggestions on the
technology usage for production of Soybean Seed by community Soybean Seed Centers in Nan.
The study population was all 240 members of 12 community soybean seed centers members in Nan
Province. Data were collected from the entire study population. This was both a qualitative and
quantitative study using questionnaires and focus group discussions. Data were analyzed with descriptive
statistics, i.e. frequency, percentage, mean, minimum, maximum and standard deviation. The findings
were as follows: (1) Most of the mamber were male, their average age was 52.70 years, educated at
primary level, their average farming labor was 2.15 people, their average Soybean seed production area
was 1-3 Rai, of Soy bean growing area with 450 kg per rai, Cost of production of Soy bean was 3,042.62
Bath per rai. (2) Overall, community seed production center members had a rather high level of
knowledge about soybean seed production technology. The aspect that they had the least knowledge
about was how to plow in lime to adjust the pH of acid soil (pH < 5.5). (3) Overall, the members utilized
soybean seed production technology to a high level. The step that they utilized the least was testing the
soil properties before planting. (4) Approaches for developing the community soybean seed production
centers were to promote quality seeds and production standards, to use a quality control system, to
develop better packaging, to upgrade marketing by building a legume product production and marketing
network, to utilize media for public relations, and to develop a network of coordinated community
soybean seed production centers. (5) The most common problems encountered by members were the
high costs of fertilizer and other agricultural chemicals, followed by the difficulty of maintaining seed
quality during storage. The members recommended that agricultural extension personnel should provide
more knowledge about seed production and storage, and should contact farmers more frequently to give
them advice. They also wanted the government sector to provide production machinery such as sowing

machines and seed grading machines and to guarantee the price of seeds.

Keywords: Technology utilization, Soybaen seed production, Community Soybean Seed Centers
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